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Minutes of the FOSAF Northern Region AGM held at the Inyoni Creek Clubhouse, Johannesburg 

at 10h00 on Saturday 29th October 2022 
 
Present: Chris Williams (Chairman), Peter Arderne (Secretary), Vicki Arderne (Treasurer), Vic Song and 
Andy Lawler (via Zoom).  
 
Apologies:  Jonathan Scott, Martin Rudman, Anthea Piater, Warren van Tonder, Hennie Stoop, Charles 
McLeod, Lance Potgieter, Danie Heymans, Grant Hatherall, Reg Gersbach, Mike Biccard, Gert Bosman and 
Margie Tours. 
 
1. Welcome 

The chairman welcomed all attending and thanked Peter and Vicki Arderne for the efficient way in 
which they carried out their duties. 
 

2. Confirmation of the Minutes of 27th July 2019 
Adoption of the Minutes of 27/07/2019 were proposed by Andy Lawler and seconded by Vicki 
Arderne. 
 

3. Matters arising from the Minutes 
There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 
 

4. Financial Report. 

Peter stated that in Feb 2022 our CC (Flyfishing Publications cc) was sold for an amount of R10000,00 

This was to simplify admin for himself & Vicki Arderne and for their honorary auditor who at 87 is even 

older than them. With this sale, the continued generous sponsorship from Millstream and a reduction in 

expenses the funds available in the FOSAF NR account are at a healthy R60000,00 plus. The audited 

accounts for both FOSAF NR and Flyfishing Publication cc were circulated to FOSAF Exco in June 

2022 and are available on request. 
 

5. NR projects& related matters. 
a. Book Sales. 

Sales to retailers including tackle shops are about nil but Peter sends out books on behalf of 

National to members who purchase them at a discounted rate as part of their membership fee. 

As Brian Mincher is selling his late father’s house and moving to Cape Town Peter had collected 

a reasonable quantity of books stored there and Andy will also do the same before the balance 

are shredded. 

Suggested we also look Book Tok to promote our books.  Action. Chris. 

b. Website, Facebook & Social Media. 
The upgraded website has been well received and the viewership is at a reasonable level, and this 
is boosted by the use of Facebook and Twitter. Most of the content is based on the monthly 
flyfishing reports and fly of the month. But it also remains an important medium for publicising 
matters such as FOSAF’s court case. It was suggested that to attract the younger generation we 
also investigate the use of Tik Tok. Action. Andy. 

c. Youth Issues. 

With the Covid lockdown this matter had fallen into abeyance, but Chris said this was an 

important issue if we were to build up member numbers and he would now follow up. Action. 

Chris. 

d. YWG 

We rely almost solely on the odd newsletter sent out to 350 persons on the mailing list but in 

fact the YWG as interest group has been dormant since 2015. We do however, have a 

considerable amount of valuable information, mainly from the pre-2015 period on the website 

posted in the YWG archives. In the meantime, Dr Gordon O’Brien has attempted to form an 

interest group, the Yellowfish Coalition, and both Chris and Peter attended the first virtual 
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meeting chaired by Gordon and we indicated our support including a limited amount of 

financial support. Since then, Gordon has indicated that he does not have the time to run this 

interest group although he was hoping that SANBI would take it over. Action. Peter to follow 

up with Gordon. 

e. Update on pollution problem in the Vaal and other waters. 

Chris reported that he represented FOSAF/YWG in a coalition comprising also of Rand 

Water/Water Wise/Rhodes University (Centre for Biological Control) who had imported 3 

species of weevils from Argentina for the control of alien/invasive plants infesting the Vaal 

River and other waters such as Hartebeespoort Dam. Release of these insects had commenced 

from the breeding units in Gauteng. 

Chris also reported that SAVE where he also represents FOSAF/YWG would commence with 

their court cases in 2023. This was necessary as SAVE’s legal team had received no response 

from mid-Vaal municipalities, provincial and government departments regarding the pollution 

of the Vaal River. 

f. GLPE & mining issues. 

The Greater Lakenvlei Protected Environment which is between Belfast and Dullstroom expects 

to add another 6500 ha to its existing 14000 ha by early 2022 and by doing so will incorporate an 

additional 10 flyfishing destinations or syndicates. The GLPE was formed to protect an 

important biodiversity and wetland area from the threat of mining and has been fairly successful 

so far. However, the notorious WPB Colliery, licenced prior to the GLPE declaration remains a 

major problem for the protected area. Unfortunately, the legal costs have been very high and 2 

GLPE landowners have recently donated a further R75 000,00 in order to keep the pressure on 

the authorities who are reluctant to respond, and to try and ensure that proper rehab. takes place 

when the existing mine closes shortly. In addition, the mine has indicated that they will renew 

their water use licence and amend or apply for a new mining licence to mine on an expanded 

area adjoining the current site. The consortium are fairly confident that they will successfully 

oppose this expansion. 

Another possible threat has recently emerged with the application to mine coal alongside the 
main Belfast/Dullstroom road. Mention must be made of the excellent assistance rendered by 
Dr Melissa Lewis of BirdLife SA as this GLPE area is classified as an IBA. 
Peter requested that FOSAF NR donate a reasonable sum of money to the GLPE legal fund to 
support the coalition opposing both the WPB Colliery and any further applications such as the 
Belfast Colliery. This was approved. Action. Peter to prepare a project proposal for circulation to 
FOSAF Exco. 

g. Northern Trout Association. 

In 2015, largely due to the efforts of the late Gerrie van der Merwe who was then chair of Trout 

SA, that the Mpumalanga Trout Association was formed partly as a result of the MTPA’s hostile 

attitude to the province’s trout industry. The funds raised by the association provided most of 

the financing of the R250 000,00 cost of the trout mapping carried out following the 2014 

Phakisa agreement. In 2019 it was decided to include the other northern provinces, but this has 

been less successful possibly because in the case of KZN they have never needed a trout 

stocking permit. It is largely in the remit of the NTA to oppose the draft Aquaculture 

Development Bill, but with considerable input from FOSAF’s legal team. 

h.  The MTPA trout stocking permit debacle. 

The origin of the problem lies back in 2011 when the Mpumalanga Tourism & Parks Agency 
proposed that the annual permit for stocking trout which cost R100,00 be replaced by a monthly 
permit also at R100,00 per permit. Apart from the exorbitant cost increase several trout 
producers pointed out that the change was not practical as it often took over a month to process 
a permit application. The proposal however remained on the MTPA’s books and when an 
internal audit in early 2022 unearthed this the MTPA implemented the change in March 2022 
without consulting the trout producers and destinations. Although about 70% of destinations 
had already obtained their annual permits prior to March many smaller destinations wishing to 
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stock for the Easter holidays were left without permits. In addition, nobody at the MTPA would 
take responsibility for the decision or was prepared to speak to the NTA chairman. It was only 
when the NTA obtained the help of well-known attorney Richard Spoor (and the assistance of 
Ilan Lx) that negotiations commenced and it was agreed that for an interim period the MTPA 
return to annual permits but at a fee of R1200,00. However, when the MTPA did not implement 
this agreement the NTA had to threaten the MTPA with court action to obtain satisfaction. 
The NTA is due to meet the MTPA again before the year-end to discuss this interim agreement. 
Not only is the very high cost increase unacceptable to the NTA, but the NTA believes that 
there should be no permit required for stocking within the so-called trout zone. Not only has 
this zone been agreed upon by all parties but has been confirmed by the mapping exercise paid 
for by the industry. 

i. Membership. Club-scheme 
Noted that not only were NR membership numbers declining but this was the pattern 

nationally. It appears that our older members are retiring from angling and these places were not 

filled by younger flyfishers who do not appear to be prepared to contribute. Chris is considering 

methods of researching this problem. 

NR are very reliant on the DFFA and TFFC organisations for the bulk of their membership 

through the club scheme (contribute about R50 000 pa to National) but they were unable to 

attract Jacaranda while the other NR clubs were too small or non-responsive. 

 

6. NEMBA/FOSAF Court case. 

It was noted that despite the Minister of Environmental Affairs losing her court case with costs against 

FOSAF 2021 and having her appeal against this judgement refused with costs in September 2022 she 

had now approached the Supreme Court of Appeal. In response to this FOSAF’s legal team has to 

submit their affidavit by 17/11/2022. 

 

7. Draft Aquaculture Development Bill Revised. 
Although much of our attention has been focused on FOSAF’s court case against the Department of 
Forestry, Fisheries & Environment regarding the listing of trout as an invasive species everyone in the 
trout value chain should be made aware of the threat the draft Aquaculture Development Bill poses to 
our industry and recreation. This proposed bill has been the subject of debate, including at NEDLAC, 
for a couple of years now and unless it is amended substantially will cause untold damage to the trout 
value chain as well as the rest of aquaculture. 
To be frank this Bill is not required at all. All that is needed is that existing legislation for agriculture be 
amended to include aquatic invertebrates and vertebrates thus avoiding extensive duplication, additional 
layers of red tape, huge fines, control, and a host of inspectors which will discourage investment and do 
nothing for the development of aquaculture. What appears to be the main thrust of the bill is the wish to 
extend government’s control over all business including the whole agricultural sector. Moreover, there 
has been little regard for stakeholder consultation as few of the many proposals put forward by our 
industry have been incorporated in this latest revision of the bill. 
 

8. Election of office bearers & succession. 

Noted that Mike Biccard, Andy vd Werff, Mike Mitchell and Warren van Tonder had resigned over the 

last 2 years while Geoff Taylor had passed away. Chris asked Vic Song whether he would consider 

joining the committee as he was a Millstream board member and thus his input would be very valuable. 

Vic said he would consider it. Peter proposed that Andy Lawler be appointed vice-chairman and the 

meeting seconded this. Andy said he would accept the position. Peter Arderne said he was searching for 

someone to take over as secretary, but no suitable candidates had appeared so far. Peter said this was 

becoming more urgent due to his advancing age. 
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9. General 

Vic Song noted that at Millstream they had various problems which included a decant from 

Dullstroom’s sewage works polluting their waters, smoke from the Dullstroom rubbish dump and alien 

plants in their stream and dams which were difficult to control. They were also investigating the use of 

aquatic plants to try and filter out the pollution. Chris promised to forward information gained from 

their research on alien/invasive plants in the Vaal to Vic. Action. Chris. 

 

10. Closure. 

11.15 


